Spontaneous splenic rupture associated with thrombolytic therapy and/or concomitant heparin anticoagulation.
Two cases of spontaneous splenic rupture in connection with thrombolytic therapy and concomitant heparin anticoagulation are reported. One patient was being treated for peripheral arterial graft occlusion using intraarterial urokinase, the other received intravenous infusion of streptokinase for acute myocardial infarction. Neither patient had a condition predisposing to splenic rupture. Although rare, previous reports of spontaneous splenic rupture associated with thrombolytic therapy and/or anticoagulation have been reported. Splenic rupture as a complication of thrombolytic therapy and/or anticoagulation should be considered when unexplained abdominal symptoms, hypotension, or blood loss is encountered.